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N O R T H  K I M B E R L E Y  F I R E  A B A T E M E N T  P R O J E C T

The North Kimberley Fire Abatement Project 

(NKFAP) was successful over the New Year in 

making another sale of carbon credits. This 

sale was the last under the Carbon Farming 

Initiative and Carbon Pricing Mechanism. 

These laws have now been replaced with a 

new law - the Emissions Reduction Fund. 

Corporations will make decisions about how 

the income earned through the sale of carbon 

credits can be reinvested to ensure healthy 

country targets are delivered and the NKFAP 

remains strong into the future, increasing 

employment, social and cultural benefits 

for the four groups involved - Balangarra, 

Dambimangari, Wunambal Gaambera and 

Wilinggin Native Title holders.

As a result of NKFAP there has been a large 

reduction in late dry season fires in the project 

area. Where there has been wildfires they’ve 

been smaller and burnt for a shorter time. 

Monitoring of the Project shows the positive 

effects of a ‘Right Way Fire’ program on the 

environment. The Project delivers both lower 

greenhouse gas emissions as well as flow on 

effects to plant and animal communities, and 

beneficial social and cultural outcomes. 

Successful Sale of Carbon Credits
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Qantas Partnership 

The North Kimberley Fire Abatement Project 

featured in the February 2015 edition 

of the Qantas ‘Australian Way’ in-flight 

magazine. This has helped to build a stronger 

partnership between the two organisations 

(and Robin Dann is famous).

Qantas and North Kimberley Aboriginal 

Corporations are continuing to discuss how 

they will work together collaboratively in the 

future and the many benefits that can come 

from this long-term partnership.



In February 2015, Mary-Anne Wilson and 

Iqbal Muhammad of the Clean Energy 

Regulator (CER) in Canberra came to the 

Kimberley. 

The CER are responsible for managing 

carbon projects and ensuring that each 

project meets its requirements and receives 

carbon credits. The CER is also responsible 

for running the Emissions Reduction Fund 

and have worked closely with both KLC and 

NKFAP representatives in transitioning to 

the new legislation. 

Mary-Anne and Iqbal were really interested 

to hear about the many land management 

programs currently in operation in the 

Kimberley. It was good for them to meet 

the Native Title governing bodies and see 

first-hand how decisions are made and 

understand the Healthy Country outcomes 

which are flowing from participation in the 

carbon market. 

The CER attended the NKFAP Steering 

Committee Meeting in Derby and presented 

on the changes in the carbon market. In 

particular they spoke about the change 

in law from the Carbon Farming Initiative 

(CFI) to the Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF). 

Mary-Anne Wilson explained that the ERF 

is a voluntary scheme to help Australia 

meet it’s international obligation to reduce 

green house gas emissions to 5% below 

2000 levels by 2020. Mary-Anne explained 

that the ERF is the Australian Governments 

new mechanism to meet the target it has 

agreed to with International Governments 

to reduce Greenhouse Gas pollution. 

Mary-Anne spoke of the rapid growth in 

registration of savanna carbon projects 

and interest from many parties. There are 

projects registered right across the North of 

Australia, in the Northern Territory and in 

Cape York. She also stated that the price of 

carbon credits under the ERF is not known, 

but savanna projects will now have to 

compete with new industrial projects.

This visit was a great opportunity for an 

exchange of information between the 

Australian Government and Traditional 

Owner groups and each came away with 

a better understanding of the process 

for participating in the ERF and possible 

challenges.

The Clean Energy Regulator’s 

visit to the Kimberley



Up until now the opportunity to operate a 

savanna carbon project in the Kimberley 

has been limited to high rainfall areas (land 

above the 1000ml rainfall line). 

The Department of Environment have been 

developing a new savanna burning method 

which will let more Kimberley groups 

participate in carbon projects. The method 

should be available by the end of April. This 

new method, once released, will provide 

new opportunities for land holders in the 

600ml to 1000ml rainfall areas to operate 

savanna burning carbon projects – as long 

as they meet the other criteria required to 

do a project. 

The KLC is working with PBCs and their 

rangers to undertake feasibility studies 

for savanna carbon projects in low rainfall 

areas. These studies will look at how much it 

would cost to do a project and balance that 

with how much money could be made from 

selling carbon. 

All the research will be provided to Native 

Title groups to assist them make a decision 

about if it is worthwhile starting up a carbon 

project. This may result in more registered 

carbon projects in the Kimberley in the 

future.

New low rainfall method 

for savanna burning



In February the NKFAP Steering 

Committee discussed and made decisions 

about governance, media, business and 

operations of the NKFAP going forward. 

The Steering Committee worked together 

and found common ground on all issues. 

There was a lot of detailed information to 

work through and some tough decisions 

were made around whether to bid into the 

Federal Government’s Emission Reduction 

Fund. 

The NKFAP Steering Committee hopes to 

continue it’s success in the sale of carbon 

credits under this new law as a way to 

support Native Title holders undertaking 

Healthy Country management activities.

Two staff from the Australian Governments 

governing body for carbon projects - The 

Clean Energy Regulator - came up from 

Canberra to talk with the NKFAP Steering 

Committee.

North Kimberley Fire Abatement Project 

Steering Committee discuss strategy, 

governance and the Emissions Reduction Fund

KLC’s Carbon Outreach Program

Carbon Outreach Officers Polly Grace 

and Anthony Harrison, as well as other 

KLC staff, have been travelling across 

the Kimberley talking to people about 

carbon projects. Polly and Anthony have 

been busy talking to as many groups 

as possible because the funding for the 

Carbon Outreach Program is coming to 

an end in June 2015. Before then, the 

Carbon Outreach Program will deliver 

individual feasibility studies for groups 

with a potential carbon project in the low 

rainfall area, a step-by-step guide on how 

to run carbon projects as well as posters 

and newsletters to let you all know what 

is happening with fire and carbon in the 

Kimberley. If you have any questions about 

carbon projects, you can contact the KLC 

Carbon Outreach Officers on 9194 0100.

The KLC is looking at other ways of secure 

resources so we can continue the Carbon 

Outreach Program and support PBCs to 

develop carbon projects. 

“As a result of North Kimberley Fire Abatement Project, there has been a large reduction in late dry season 
wildfires in the project area and those that have happened have been smaller and burned for a shorter 
time. This is good for the health of plants and animals on our country. The program is also reducing  
greenhouse gas emissions and creating opportunities for our mob to work out on our country.” 
- Rona Charles, Wilinggin Fire Management and Carbon Business Officer


